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them,' answered the prelate, 'and I'll kill anybody who attempts to upset me.'    He added that if Secundus tried to bully him as he had done the others,   he   would   inform   the   meeting  of the way   in   which  the   primate  had  saved his  own life in the persecution.    Secundus took to reflection  at  that,  and finally  decided   to  'leave  the whole matter to God.'    They then proceeded to ordain the new bishop of Cirta.    The clergy and the better part of the laity were opposed to the candidate (Silvanus), who was presented for the see, saying that he was a notorious traditor ; but the lower orders, who favoured Silvanus, had shut them up somewhere during the election, and thus secured a  happy unanimity for  their  candidate. The Numidian bishops were induced, by the gift of a respectable sum, to overlook the irregularity of the election, and they ordained Silvanus ; the new bishop's first act being to confer the priesthood on the man who had furnished the bribe for Secundus and his colleagues.1
1 All this was subsequently proved before the civic authorities by a. deacon of Cirta who was deposed by Silvanus. The interesting acta are to be read in Migne's volume of Optatus's history. To complete the picture of the group, who play an important part in our schism, let me add that Purpurius and another bishop were also convicted of stealing silver cups and a quantity of vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
